31st March 2021
End of Term 4 Newsletter
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It has been a busy last few days with the PSA Easter hat competition and school photographs. We have also been
blessed with glorious weather so we have managed to get outside as much as possible.
I am including in this newsletter pictures of the Easter hats and a lovely photo of Year 1s during their Victorian day
last week.

A reminder that after the Easter holiday full school summer uniform will be required. See school website for details.
It is with sadness that we announce that Mrs Roberts and Mrs Ashley will be leaving Bishops Down at the end of
this academic year. Together they have been here for many years but are ready for a new challenge. We wish them
well.
Finally, best wishes to Mrs Bettles and her husband for their imminent arrival, we look forward to new baby news
over the holiday! Have a lovely Easter break everyone. Regards C Owen
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Catch Up Funding explained
Bishops Down will be working to offer a sustained educational response to the coronavirus pandemic and to provide a
longer term contribution to closing the attainment gap. It may be that your child had difficulty participating fully in home
learning during school closures, or it might be that your child needs a little more support getting them ready to meet their
age-related expectations ready for the next stage in their learning.
The government has pledged a large sum of money to schools nationally to aid the efforts of closing the attainment gap.
We have chosen to use a portion of our funding to offer free tuition sessions provided by our own experienced and high
quality teachers. We believe that this will be an invaluable experience for your child and give them a chance to have personalised tutoring to consolidate learning that they may need for future progression.
We have also allocated funding to ensuring we have additional adults in the classroom during the school days. These higher level teaching assistants will provide opportunities for the class teacher to take groups out or provide small group intervention themselves whilst working closely with the teacher to ensure gaps identified by the teacher are addressed and
children make accelerated progress in specific areas of learning.
As not all children require academic intervention, we have also used a portion of our funding to provide training for our
staff on interventions such as NELI (an early language intervention), Time2Talk and FRIENDS which aims to increase confidence, self-belief, independence and social skills.
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Covid Test Results
Up until the 2nd April, if your child receives a positive Covid test result you must inform the
school so we can ask all of the children in the bubble and the staff members concerned, to
isolate. Please use the office email to notify us at the earliest opportunity.
Please continue to be vigilant over the Easter break and if in doubt get a test.

Victorian school day photos
On Friday 26th March Years 1 and 2 were transported back in
time to the Victorian era. Everyone came into school in traditional
Victorian costumes ready for a day in the life of a Victorian
school child. The children wrote on chalkboards, learned by rote
and the teachers were even more strict than normal! During P.E
and playtimes the children played traditional Victorian games
such as marbles, skipping, hopscotch and hoop and stick. It was a
fantastic day and the children had lots of fun, although they all
agreed that they preferred their modern day teachers!

Thank you to Mrs Sejdia who has done some gardening and tidying for the school along Nursery Walk.
This is much appreciated. With such a big site, we are always grateful of volunteers.
On our continuous drive to make the site more presentable we would really appreciate any spare flower
pots that you may have or might be thinking of getting rid of so we can use them around the site. Large
ones that can be put by the Front Door and the Nursery Gates etc. If you have any spare in good condition please
get in touch with Jo Sheldon – jsheldon@bishops-down.kent.sch.uk Thank you.
Also a huge thank you from all of the staff to the Tucker family who have provided us with sweet treats throughout the past year; your thoughtfulness has kept us going through the various stages of lockdown.

My name is Caitlin and I am one of the children's shoe fitters/team members at Clark's Tunbridge Wells. Would you be interested in receiving information regarding our fitting and 1st
shoes services? If you are, please do not hesitate to contact us. caitlinclarksemail@gmail.com
Thank you. Caitlin and the Clark's Tunbridge Wells Team

On 22nd May I will be completing my most challenging run yet, 58km of the VERY hilly Jurassic coastline in
Dorset. I have spent the past 3 months training for this, running on average 35 miles per week, through wind,
rain and snow! It has been gruelling at times but it is all for a good cause! I will be running for The British Heart
Foundation, a charity very close to my heart.
If you would like to help me reach my sponsorship target and help a fantastic charity please donate to my page
via the link below. Every penny counts at the moment and I would be very grateful.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/eleanor-parks
Many thanks, Mrs Parks
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