Wednesday 15th July 2020
NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This is the final newsletter of the year, so may I take this opportunity to thank you for your support and kindness
through recent times. We have reached the end of a turbulent year and are very much looking forward to full reopening in September. There will be a ‘parent guide’ coming out to parents next week with our proposed plans for
the Autumn, this is all of course provisional. We will be in touch at the end of August with any updates or revisions
to the plans. Have a restful and safe summer, best wishes from all the staff at Bishops Down.

Important notice
The Key Worker Group is only open for years 1 and 6 for the final three days of term
20th, 21st & 22nd July.
This is because if your Year 2, 3, 4 or 5 child is going to their class bubble for one day with their teacher,
they cannot mix bubbles with the key workers for the other 2 days.
If childcare is a real issue for you, you can opt for your child to stay in the Key Worker Group for the final
three days, however they will not be able to join their class on their allotted day. You can’t pick and mix!
Please book with Beehive if you child is in years 2, 3, 4 or 5 and you wish them to stay in the Key Worker
Group that week.

Staff presents
We have been contacted by many parents asking if they can bring end of
year gifts to the school for the staff. This is clearly difficult as we cannot
handle items brought in from home at the moment! To get around this,
the office will be putting out labelled boxes by the office door for those parents that wish
to give gifts. They will then be quarantined for 72 hours before the staff can take them
home. The boxes will be available from Thursday.

Dreamflight
As you are aware Amelie (Year 2) was raising money for Dreamflight, one of
our school charities. She continued with her fundraising during lockdown.
The total that Amelie’s family have donated to Dreamflight on behalf of the
school is £900 which they generously rounded up from:
£693.75 from Amelie's sponsored bike ride
£176.00 from doughnut sales at school
We know that Dreamflight will be incredibly grateful for the donation at
this time when all of their main fundraising events have been cancelled.
We want to thank Amelie and her family for continuing with this project
during the lockdown period and to all the Bishops Down families for donating
to this extremely worthy cause.

Nourish Community Food Bank
Charitable Giving - Can you help just a little?
In addition to our three chosen charities, Children in Need, The Mayor’s Toy Appeal and Dreamflight, who we have
supported this academic year, we have been approached by Nourish Community Foodbank in Tunbridge Wells they could really do with our help with provisions over the summer holidays. Therefore, Bishops Down will be collecting for them here at school. Attached is their flyer with the list of food they require – please read it carefully
as there are items they do not need. Please can all donations be left in the box outside the front office clearly
labelled Nourish Foodbank. It needs to be left for 72 hours before we can give to the Foodbank and the Admin
Team will ensure this takes place and get it delivered or collected at the beginning of the summer holidays.
Thank you all for your support.
If you would like to discuss Nourish Foodbank with your child and why we are asking for your help please go to this
link: https://www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk/home/

Home Learners of the Week
Year 2 Apple
My learner of the week this week is Otto. He has taken a real interest in biomes recently and
has been researching them whilst at home. Otto has created a fabulous poster telling us all
about biomes and it has been very interesting learning all about them from Otto ! Great work
Otto, keep it up! Mrs Parks
Year 3 Maple
Evie has put a huge amount of effort into her work during home learning. She has been practicing her times
tables regularly and I have seen a huge improvement in her scores. She was also very confident during our
teams meeting last week. Mr George
Year 4 Hazel
Final 2 home learners - Alice and Riley, are still both regularly sending in work and always have a go at everything, they enjoy a challenge! Their work is always beautifully presented too. Miss Greenwood
Year 5 Pine
Ana for working hard to so regularly complete learning at home, particularly maths including excellent written
answers to explain her thinking. Mr Milne

The Governors of Bishops Down Primary and Nursery School are looking to employ a Clerk to
assist them in the strategic leadership of this successful and popular school.
Experience is preferred but we would be happy to take on an enthusiastic person willing to attend local training from The
Education People and be supported by the governing body.
You need to be an excellent administrator and you will play a vital role in organising governing body meetings, accurately
recording our work by producing effective minutes and provide advice and guidance on governance on constitutional matters,
duties and powers, and securing the continuity of business.
You will need to be flexible as some hours will be during the school day and others in the evening. Some
of the work can be completed from home, although attendance at school is required for meetings
You will need to be able to work under your own initiative, managing deadlines, updating and keeping
accurate written and electronic records. The ability to remain impartial, comply with data protection legislation and maintain confidentiality is a key part of the role.
Please contact the school office to express an interest.

Travel Grant
We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded a grant of nearly £4,000 from the travel department of Kent County Council. This will be used to make some safety improvements to our car park as well
as providing Early Years with some scooter and other travel storage. Well done ‘Team Bishops Down’ for all
your hard work on this!
Finally, a very sad good bye to all of our year 6 children. They have been amazing during this period of partial
reopening and I am sure that it has put them in good stead for September at their secondary schools.
We will be holding a leavers’ assembly for year 6 on Friday, sadly this is only for children (no parents) and a
more low key affair than we can usually provide. However, we hope the children feel celebrated and that it gives
the staff an opportunity to wish them well for the future.
Below is the last picture we have of the whole year group together, Christmas 2019.

Our message to our year 6s, courtesy of Dr Seuss:
Congratulations!
Today is your day.
You're off to Great Places!
You're off and away!
You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself
any direction you choose.
You're on your own. And you know what you know.
And YOU are the guy who'll decide where to go.
You'll look up and down streets. Look 'em over with care.
About some you will say, "I don't choose to go there."
With your head full of brains and your shoes full of feet,
you're too smart to go down any not-so-good street.
And you may not find any
you'll want to go down.
In that case, of course,
you'll head straight out of town.
It's opener there
in the wide open air.
Out there things can happen
and frequently do
to people as brainy
and footsy as you.

And then things start to happen,
don't worry. Don't stew.
Just go right along.
You'll start happening too.
OH!
THE PLACES YOU'LL GO!

Best wishes and good luck from all the staff at
Bishops Down Primary and Nursery School.

