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Newsletter
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This term is really flying by! The rehearsals for all the productions are in full flow and there is a lovely buzz
about the school. A few parents have been in touch directly or have used the parent reps to query the limit
to the KS2 Christmas production tickets this year as we are using the school hall. We are not using the
Church as in previous years for a couple reasons:


Firstly, many children were not able to participate last year due to the celebration being held in a
Church. We are a Community School and whilst parents of other faiths are relatively comfortable
with the broadly Christian ethos of a state maintained school, going to a Christian place of worship is
not something they can take part in. We have a strong ethos of inclusion and wish for as many of our
children to take part as possible.



Secondly there were complaints last year that speaking or singing roles were limited, this was due to
the large number of children performing in the Church. There are now fewer KS2 children and therefore it is an opportunity to spilt the Key Stage so more children are able to have performance roles;
more opportunities for our children to shine!



Usually we limit the school hall to 120 parents but we have allocated 150 tickets to ensure each family gets two for the performance. Not all will be taken so we will re allocate to those who have requested additional tickets for exceptional circumstances, after the deadline today.



There is also a request for more performances. This is not possible because of the pressures on hall
space for curriculum activities such as PE and the 4 different Christmas performances taking place
across the school. The dress rehearsals will be watched by the rest of the school so younger siblings
will have a chance to see brothers and sisters. I appreciate it is frustrating for parents but all options
really were considered. I apologise for not making our reasons about the change of venue
clear in advance.

Christmas Jumpers are allowed to be worn on Wednesday 12th December, the same day the children are having their school Christmas lunch. Children are welcome to bring in a £1 for wearing a
Christmas jumper in support of the charity Save the Children.
Parking Thank you for the words of encouragement for the staff on parking patrol! The patrols have had
an impact but the worry is that it is not sustainable. To monitor parking is taking an hour out of each working day for the staff involved. The good news is that we have secured the assistance of a parking warden at
peak times, this is down to the joint approach of residents working with the school putting pressure on the
council.

From the school office:
Lost Property Bin – the lost property bin, kept under the parent shelter, will be emptied at the end of
term. If items are named they are given back to their owner before they reach the lost property
bin. Everything else will be disposed of; therefore please take a look if you are missing anything.
Lunch Boxes – lunch boxes are also left in the school over the weekend and sometimes for a full week. As
you know, they are kept on the shelves in our hallway outside the offices and can get rather smelly. Please
remind your children to bring their lunchboxes home otherwise they will also have to be disposed of. Most
are not named.

On Tuesday the 4th December, 9 girls and 9
boys entered an athletics tournament against 8
other schools. We came 4th out of the 9
schools with 672 points. We won all of our
races except for 2, year 6 had to leave early
meaning us year 5s had to run double in the
last races. It was really fun to be there. We
would like to give Mrs Tizzard and Mrs Abel a
really big THANK YOU!!! Thank you to the children who took part in the tournament.

We trust you have all
received the PSA newsletter. A reminder to
bag up all unwanted
clothes, shoes, belts,
bags, for collection on
the afternoon of
Tuesday 11th and
morning of Wednesday
12th December.
Easy fundraising for the
school!
Thank you

Ana, Savannah and Fleur.
Team: Aaron, Archie S, Tom, Raj, Angel, Edward W, Phoenix, Zechariah, James, Eliza, Ella,
Alana, Bailey, Savannah, Ana, Fleur, Cady and
Sophie.
Mrs Tizzard would like to add, 'I was so proud
of the team, they all contributed to the result
and produced some outstanding individual
results. These children are talented athletes
and a pleasure to support'. Athletes of the day
were James and Eliza.

Don’t forget to use the school post box for your Christmas cards to friends. Last date for posting is the 17th
December. Please put the child’s name and class on the
envelop to ensure it is delivered correctly!

Winter’s Calling – This Is Us Youth Dance Company
On Monday 3rd December This Is Us Youth Dance Company went to Farnham in Surrey, along with an excited group
of family and friends, to take part in the annual community dance platform performance of all of the Stopgap Dance
Company youth groups.
Our piece was put together by teacher Hannah Rotchell and our dancers, and is a piece about US. We wanted the
audience to get to know who we are as a group and as individuals too. Communication is a way of finding out about
each other and this piece has really helped us to do that!
Our company had a very long day with technical rehearsals, finale rehearsals, the journey there and meeting lots of
new dance friends. Throughout the day and night our company kept their smiles going, behaved impeccably and performed our new piece beautifully. They also looked amazing in our new company t-shirts designed by one of our talented support TA’s, Miss Goodfellow. We are so very proud of each and every one of you. Our dancers are Anna,
Lakishia , Edward, Devon, Ruben , Riley , Anniemay, Roxy, and returning Bishops Down pupils Joshua, Keira and Anja .
This Is Us Youth Dance Company could not exist without our
incredible team of support staff. These ladies give hours of
their time each week and sometimes at weekends. They are
an integral part of our company and we are very blessed to
have them. Our support team are Mrs Ahmed, Mrs Gardener,
Mrs Gebbie, Miss Goodfellow and Mrs Williams.
Mrs Cockburn – This Is Us Youth Dance Company Co-ordinator

Thank you so much to Mrs Cockburn for co-ordinating this
amazing dance company, the children and parents are so
grateful for your time, energy and passion for the group–
Clare Owen

News from the Governors
Governors attended a data training session in November - as part of our role in holding leadership and management to account, we are required to analyse the progress and attainment of pupils. In order to do this,
we are given detailed data streams for Bishops Down school and this is then compared to National statistics.
Because all governors are volunteers and not from an educational background, it is important that we can
fully understand what the figures are telling us and ask searching questions of the Headteacher and the staff
at our visits to ensure that we are providing sufficient challenge and support on an ongoing basis. The evening session of training was highly effective and has greatly improved Governor engagement with the information provided.

We have also been looking this term at the long term strategy for the school - for the next 1, 3 and 5
years. Each Governor takes a lead role in a variety of identified areas to then work on with colleagues and
report back at our next meeting in February.
We are delighted the new Ofsted framework is recognising the importance of an all rounded education for
children, rather than focusing solely on academic attainment. Every child can make progress and we hear
repeatedly from businesses that they are looking for individuals who have a raft of skills, not just exam results. This is something that Bishops Down excels at in a bid to ensure that everyone in the school has the
opportunity to flourish and progress to the best of their individual ability with a solid grounding for them to
take with them as they progress through the education system and beyond.
Our new parent governors Will Palmer and John Burke are already engaged in helping in a number of different areas within the governing body and Charles Bailey has also recently been appointed to the performance
review panel. John has undertaken his Induction as a new Governor and Will and new staff Governor Deb
Holliday will be having their inductions over the next few weeks.
We are looking forward to our planned "Governor Day" in school in February when all available governors
will spend some time in the classrooms, staff room and meeting parents at the beginning and end of the day
- we hope to be able to have a chat with as many of you as possible.
As often happens this term, there have been a number of nasty bugs going round both children and staff and
I know many have not escaped these. I do hope that in the run up to Christmas, (especially with the production and all the planned parties and excitement) parents, staff and children remain well and have a very happy and enjoyable Christmas break.
As always if you have any comments or queries, Mrs Owen is very happy to hear from you directly and Governors look forward to meeting you during the February onsite visit.

Kate Merrin
Chair of Governors

